§ 62-36

BERNALILLO COUNTY CODE

ARTICLE III. NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATIONS

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Secs. 62-71—62-110. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. RECOGNITION AND
NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES

Sec. 62-111. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when
used in this division, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Applicant means any private party or public
agency applying for a public hearing with the
county zoning, building and planning depart-
ment. -

Developer means any individual, estate, trust,
receiver, cooperative association, club, corpora-
tion, company, firm, partnership, joint venture,
syndicate or other entity responsible for construc-
tion or development of property in the county.
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Neighborhood association means an organized
group of people who own or occupy real property
within a specified subarea of the county.

Private sector means any private party such as
a developer, builder, individual landowner or agent,
other than a public agency.
(Ord. No. 94-4, § 3, 2-1-94)

Cross reference—Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 62-112, Purpose of division; establish-
‘ ment of list as basis of neighbor-
hood notification.

The purpose of this division is to provide the
neighborhood associations in the unincorporated
area of the county with an early netification
process for all public hearings held by the county
zoning, building, and planning department, and
major county projects affecting neighborhoods (i.e.
road improvements, park development, etc.). Early
notification will help identify and possibly resolve
potential conflicts invelving neighborhoods and
the private sector prior to the public hearing. It
will also provide better communication between
the neighborhood associations, the county and the
private sector. To achieve this objective the county
will establish a regularly updated neighborhood
association list that will be used as the basis for
all neighborhood notification.

(Ord. No. 944, § 2, 2-1-94)

Sec. 62-113. Enforcement of division.

The county zoning, building and planning de-
partment will be responsible for administering
and enforcing the provisions of this division.
(Ord. No. 94-4, § 8, 2-1-94)

Sec. 62-114. Criteria for recognition of neigh-
borhood associations.

A neighborhood association shall be designated
arecognized neighborhood association by the zon-
ing, building and planning department when, and
so long as, all the following criteria are found to be
met:

(1) The association shall file with the county
zoning, building and planning department
a current copy of their bylaws. The bylaws
shall include the following provisions:

a. The geographic boundaries of the neigh-
borhood association. These boundaries
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shall be reasonable and be in the un-
incorporated area of the county (some
overlap into the City of Albuquerque,
Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque
or Village of Tijeras may occur). The
boundaries of any neighborhood asso-
ciation in existence on the effective
date of Ord. No. 94-4 shall be deemed
reasonable.

b. The association shall make full mem-
bership open to all persons residing
within its boundaries and to all per-
sons and legal entities owning prop-
erty or having a place of business within
its boundaries.

¢. The association shall hold at least one
meeting per year for which it makes a
reasonable attempt (mail, hand-deliv-
ered notices, signs, community/local
newspaper etc.) to give notice to every
household and place of business within
the association's boundaries. No elec-
tion shall be held at a meeting of an
association unless the meeting is so
advertised. A copy of such notice and/or
meeting minutes shall be submitted to
the county zoning, building and plan-
ning department.
Officers of recognized associations shall
annually submit a letter to the county
zoning, building and planning department
attesting to the number of dues-paying
members. If an association has no dues-
paying members, or if dues-paying mem-
bership does not adequately reflect an
association's size, its officers shall annually
submit other evidence of the size of its
active membership.

The appropriate county commissioner and
the county zoning, building and planning
department shall be furnished with names,
addresses and available phone numbers of
current neighborhood association officers
and/or board members.

Evidence of an annual general membership
meeting advertised as specified in subsec-
tion (1)c of this section shall be sent to the
county zoning, building and planning de-
partment within 60 days of the meeting.
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(5) Failure to comply with any of the preceding
criteria of this section shall result in noti-
fication of noncompliance being sent to the
recognized neighborhood association officers
and/or board members from the county
zoning, building and planning department.
Upon receipt of this notice, a recognized
neighborhood association must offer evi-
dence of compliance within 60 days. If it
does not comply, the association shall be
removed from the list of recognized neigh-
borhood associations.

(Ord. No. 94-4, § 4, 2-1-94)

Sec. 62-115. Responsibilities of recognized
neighborhood associations.

Recognized neighborhood associations shall:

(1) By interaction with their members, resi-
dents and the county strive to uphold good
planning, protect the environment and pro-
mote the community welfare. Communica-
tion should be fostered between the recog-
nized neighborhood association and county
government on plans, proposals and activ-
ities affecting their area.

(2) Confirm the receipt of a certified letter,
either in writing or through phone conver-
sation with the identified party on such
certified letter, within two weeks from re-
ceipt of the certified letter. Confirmation
does not constitute approval of or opposi-
tion to the project, but only ensures the
applicant that the affected neighborhood
association has received notice.

(8) Make every reasonable attempt to meet
with the applicant to discuss proposals
either through regular monthly neighbor-
hood association meetings or board meet-
ings or special meetings specific to the
project.

(4) Attempt to inform members and other eli-

gible participants in their neighborhood of
issues for discussion.

(5) Establish an orderly and democratic means
for making representative decisions.

(6) Establish and follow a clear method for
reporting to the county actions which accu-
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rately reflect the neighborhood's position.
When a neighborhood association presents
its official position on an issue to the county,
it shall be prepared to identify whether the
decision was reached by the board, a poll of
the general membership, or by a vote at a
general membership meeting.

(7) Comply with its bylaw provisions as speci-
fied in section 62-114.

(8) Notify the county zoning, building and plan-

: ning department and affected county com-

missioners of general membership meet-

ings at least two weeks in advance, when
possible.

(9) Notify the countyzoning, building and plan-
ning department of two persons' addresses
where it wishes notice to be sent pursuant
to this division. Such designation shall be
changed by the neighborhood association
when appropriate.

(Ord. No. 94-4, § 5, 2-1-94)

Sec. 62-116. Responsibilities of the county.

(a) The county shall make reasonable attempts
to notify recognized neighborhood associations on
all county projects that directly impact their neigh-
borhood. Such projects include, but are not lim-
ited to, zoning administration hearings; rank one,
two and three plans; major road improvements;
park development/renovation; major studies; and
any other projects having a direct impact on the
neighborhood.

(1) Recognized neighborhood associations shall
be notified of such a project by the county
department in charge of overseeing its de-
velopment.

(2) First class letters mailed to the two contact
addresses submitted by a neighborhood as-
sociation shall constitute reasonable at-
tempt to notify.

(3) Notices shall be mailed at least 30 days
prior to any public hearing.
(b) The county zoning, building and planning
department shall:

(1) Notify all known neighborhood associa-
tions and prospective associations of the
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requirements for recognition, and advise
such groups on how to meet the require-
ments. :

(2) Review its files on neighborhood associa-
tions to verify if each association has met
the requirements for recognition with cur-
rent information.

(3) At least annually notify each known neigh-
borhood association of its current recogni-
tion status. County agencies shall also be
advised of associations' status.

(4) Encourage individuals to cooperate with
their existing neighborhood association.

(5) Work with county officials and recognized
neighborhood associations to develop appro-
priate processes for neighborhood review
and comment on county plans, projects and
policies.

(6) Supply to all recognized neighborhood as-
sociations a current list of all county gov-
ernment agencies, their department heads,
and corresponding phone numbers.

(7) Work with recognized neighborhood associ-
ations to enhance the quality of life within
their neighborhoods.

(8) Along with the district commissioner, serve
when appropriate as a liaison between a
recognized neighborhood association and
county agencies.

(9) Provide for the sharing of information with
recognized neighborhood associations by
furnishing available pertinent information.

(10) Upon request, assist the district commis-
sioner and/or neighborhood associations in
the formation of alliances of neighborhood
associations.

(11) Supply to the public and to county officials
the names and addresses of the two desig-
nated recipients of notices, as most re-
cently specified by each recognized neigh-
borhood association.

(c) With the advice and consent of the board of
county commissioners, the county manager may
promulgate rules and guidelines necessary to
implement this division.

(Ord. No. 94-4, § 6, 2-1-94)

§ 62-117

Sec. 62-117. Responsibilities for applicants
and developers.

(a) Applicants for approval of amendments of
the zone map, zoning site development plans
(except houses, accessory buildings and commer-
cial buildings in approved zone), major subdivi-
sions, and vacations of public right-of-way shall,
prior to filing the application, make a reasonable
attempt to give written notification of their pro-
posal to any recognized neighborhood association
which covers, abuts or is across the public right-
of-way from the site of their plans. Certified
letters (containing the information outlined in
subsection (b) of this section), return receipt re-
quested, mailed to the two designated neighbor-
hood representatives on file at the county zoning,
building and planning department, constitutes a
reasonable attempt to notify an association. Fail-
ure by an applicant to show proof of either noti-
fication in person or a reasonable attempt to give
written notification of its proposal to such desig-
nated association representatives, shall be grounds
for a neighborhood association to request deferral
of a hearing. The applicant for such hearing shall
include a signed statement that such notification
has been sent.

(b) Certified letters must include the following
information:

(1) Brief description of the proposal, including

" any justification deemed appropriate (e.g.
requesting a zone change from A-1 to C-1

on property located at
, street, for the
purpose of establishing ).

(2) Zone atlas map page.

(3) Legal description along with actual street
names, address and intersections.

(4) Site plan, when applicable. The site plan
should include typical building elevations,
location of proposed buildings, street lay-
out and any other relevant information.
Site plans do not have to be blue print final
and could be preliminary drawings.

(5) The agent or applicant's name, address,
phone number and fax number, if avail-
able. If more than one agent or applicant is
listed, information must be provided for all
those listed.

(Ord. No. 94-4, § 7, 2-1-94)
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